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This is a sample file illustrating the different between Word and LaTeX.

MS Word like most of the other word processing software is WYSWYG. One can format bold face and italic characters. And the effect can be seen on the fly.

LaTeX is, however, a text formatting software.  Users must enter commands for text formatting and the software will feed in the command to convert the text and commands to form an output file called dvi file.  The dvi file can then be view on a monitor or print to various kind of printers.

In MS Word, equations can be written by equation editor. In LaTeX, general commands can handle mathematical formula in math mode just like other text.  Here is an example of equations in MS Word.
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The formatting of inline formula in word is not easy.

An example of nested list is as follow,

1. the first point

a) sub-point 1

b) sub-point 2

2. the second point

a) another sub-point 

b) the second line of sub-point

3. the third point

4. the fourth point

	English
	One
	Five

	Arabic
	1
	5

	Greek
	(
	(

	Roman
	i
	v


In LaTeX, additional feature can be found such as defining title, author and date of publication and then insert in it in the first page according to different format defined in the first line.  One can change the format and typesetting again to see the difference.

For additional information about LaTeX and TeX, see lamport and knuth, knuth:a
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